December 2020 COVID Relief Bill
What the benefits are, who qualifies for them, and
how to access them

1. Money sent directly to Families

What: $600 foreach adult *and* each child.

Who Qualifies:
o Individuals making upto $75,000ayear will receive $600;
o Couplesmaking upto $150,000will receive $1,200; and
o Dependentswill receive $600.

How to Access this Aid: No actionis necessary onyour part; youwill receive acheckin
the mail *or* a direct deposit from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). If you have any
issuesreceiving your payment, contact our office forhelp here.

2. Increase to Unemployed Insurance

What: Anextra $300 perweekin unemployment insurance (ontop of any state -issued
benefitsyoualreadyreceive), forup to 50 weeks, through March 14, 2021.

Who Qualifies:
o Anyoneeligible forunemployment benefits, including gigworkers and
contractors; and
o Self-employed individuals who make at least $5,000 peryear but do not qualify
forconventional or pandemic unemployment insurance programs are eligible
for S100/weekin additional unemployment assistance.

How to Access this Aid: You can find state unemployment resources here and national
resources here. ForEmployment Development Department assistance, please contact
yourmemberof the California State Legislature.

3. Support for Small Business and Nonprofits

What: Anew round of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) forgivableloans, witha
maximum loanamount perbusiness of $2 million, available to an expanded|list of
businesses and nonprofits and covering an expanded list of expenses. If youdid not
qualify forthe first round of PPP loans, check youreligibility again, as you may qualify
now. Businesses that have already received a PPPloanin 2020 are eligible to apply for
a second PPP loan. NOTE: our office will soon be releasing a PPP-specific guide!

Who Qualifies:
o Businesseswithupto300employeesthat candemonstratea 25 percent dropin
revenues from the fourth quarterof 2019 to the same period thisyear;


https://porter.house.gov/services/casework/help-with-a-federal-agency.htm
https://edd.ca.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus/unemployment-insurance
http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

« Newly-eligibleentities: certain seasonal employers, housingcooperatives,
newspapers, TVand radio stations, and 501(c)(6) business associations; and

o Theaters, concert halls, museums, and othervenues that havebeenforced to
closebecause of the pandemic.

How to Access this Aid: Contact your bankto apply; eligible lenders are listed here.
Formore help, contact the Small Business Association’s Orange County District
Office.

. Eviction Protection
What: Aban prohibiting evictions between now and January 31, 2021.

Who Qualifies:
» Individualsearning $99,000orlessperyear; and
o Couplesfilingjointlyand earning $198,000 peryear.

How to Access this Aid: This protectionapplies automatically. However, if your
landlord attempts to evict you, you canaccess a formto showyour landlord here.

. Rental Assistance

What: $25 billioninfunding for rental assistance, which covers overdue rent, rent that
youwill oweinthe future, utility payments,and otherhousing -related expenses.

Who Qualifies:
o Individualsorfamilieswithahouseholdincome of less than $71,807 (note: this
income levelisspecifictoresidents of Orange County);

e Individuals or families with one or more household members who can

demonstrate ariskof homelessnessif they do not receive thisassistance; and
e Individuals or families with one or more household members who qualify for
unemployment benefits or experienced pandemic-related financial hardship

How to Access this Aid: For help with housing and information on rental assistance,
contact the OC Housing Authority.



https://www.sba.gov/document/support-paycheck-protection-program-participating-lenders
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ca/santa-ana
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ca/santa-ana
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/declaration-form.pdf
https://www.ochousing.org/

Additional Provisions

6. Food Assistance

What: A15% increase to the maximum Supplemental Assistance Nutrition Program
(SNAP) benefits, through June 30, 2021—anincrease of about $25 per personeach
month.

Who: Current SNAPrecipientsand otherswho are eligible for SNAP assistance.

How to Access this Aid: For information on SNAP in Orange County, you can visit the

Orange County Social Services Agency. Thebill also provides $175millionin
emergency funding fornutrition programs for older Americans. To learn more about

these programs, visit the Orange County Office on Aging.

7. Extension of Flexible Savings Account Funds
What: Flexibility forhealth and dependent care Flexible Savings Accounts (FSAs).

Who: Individuals who have a Dependent Care Flexible Savings Account they use to pay
forchild care services. Specifically, the bill:

e Allowsindividualsto carry overunused benefitsup to the full annual amount
from 2020 to 2021 and 2021 t0 2022;

o Allowsplansto extend the maximum age of eligible dependents from12to 13
forthe 2020 plan yearand forunused amounts from the 2020 plan year carried
overinto the 2021 planyear; and

o Allowsplansto permitachangein electionamountsforhealthand dependent
care FSAsfor planyearsending in 2021.

How to Access this Aid: More informationwill be provided soonbythe IRSand by
your employer. If you have additional questions or concerns, contact our office here.

8. Child Care Assistance
What: S$10 billionto help parents get backto workand keep child care providers open.

How to Access this Aid: These grants will be provided through the states. The
California Department of Social Services has more informationavailable here.

9. Help for Our Students and Schools
What: $82 billionforthe Education Stabilization Fund (ESF).

Additional, Key Provisions:
o Expandsthe Pell Grant program, whichwill make hundreds of thousands of
studentseligiblefor Pell Grants and increase award amounts formany current
Pell recipients;


https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/recipient/eligibility
https://www.ssa.ocgov.com/calfresh/apply/calfresh
https://www.officeonaging.ocgov.com/page/home-delivered-meals
https://porter.house.gov/contact/
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/calworks-child-care/child-care-funding

10.

Restores Pell Grant eligibility for defrauded students, including those who
attended shuttered for-profit schoolslike Corinthian Colleges; and
Streamlines the process forapplying forfinancial aid by simplifyingthe Free
ApplicationforFederal Student Aid (FAFSA) and expanding outreach and
activities to support students completing the FAFSA.

Note: Thislegislation does notinclude any additional student loanrelief. However,
student loanrelief provisions created by the CARES Act in 2020 have been extended
throughJanuary 21, 2021.

How to Access this Aid: For more information onthe Pell Grant program, you can visit
the Department of Education website here, whichwill be updatedin the coming days.

Help for Patients and Hospitals

What: Makeshealth care more affordable for Americans and addresses health care
workforce shortages, which:

Includes mylegislation that reduces the income threshold formedical expense
deductionsfrom10% to 7.5%;

Also includes mylegislationto enforce federal parity laws that will help make
mental health care more affordable;

Bans surprise billing, which prevents doctors, hospitals, and insurers from
charging patient feesonmost out-of-networkcare not covered by the insurer;
Increasesaccessto telehealth services and allows Medicare recipients to receive
mental health servicesviatelehealthintheirownhome,;

Creates1,000 new Medicare medical residency positions directed to hospitals
withthe greatest need;and

Includesathree-month delay on Medicare cuts and a one -time payment to
help physicians adjust to Medicare fee schedule changes.

For additional information or furtherassistance, please contact our office at
(202)225-56110r (949) 668-6600 or submit a question through our website
here.

Stay connected with Congresswoman Katie Porter:

u @RepKatiePorter n facebook com/RepKatiePorter g porterhouse gov


https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants/pell
https://porter.house.gov/contact/

